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SVTC SIGNS BUILDING LEASE FOR SVTC SOLAR; 

HIRES SOLAR INDUSTRY VETERAN KURT LAETZ 
New endeavor brings SVTC’s successful semiconductor business model to the solar industry 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (April 28, 2008) — Signaling its expansion into the fast-growing photovoltaic 

(PV) industry, SVTC Technologies, a leading independent semiconductor process-development 

foundry, has leased more than 85,000 sq. ft. in San Jose for a new PV development center and hired 

solar industry veteran Kurt Laetz to head up the new initiative, which will be called SVTC Solar. 

 

“With SVTC Solar, we intend to provide the photovoltaic industry with the same kind of 

development alternative and business model that SVTC offers the semiconductor industry – where 

SVTC successfully enables cost-effective commercialization of new technologies,” said Dave 

Bergeron, SVTC’s chief executive officer.  “The solar industry urgently needs a new support 

infrastructure to match the explosion in development efforts by new and existing solar 

manufacturers.  Together with a number of high-profile partners, SVTC Solar will provide the most 

complete set of capabilities available in the U.S. and will compete with Fraunhofer in Germany and 

proprietary centers in Japan.” 

 

SVTC Solar and its PV development center will initially serve an estimated 10 PV companies – with 

an expectation that this number will grow in the next three years to between 25 and 30 large and 

small companies engaged in silicon and gallium arsenide-based PV development. 

 

SVTC has leased a building in San Jose that will house SVTC Solar’s PV development center as 

well as a number of partners offering complementary services.  Together, they will support a wide 

range of development needs, from equipment manufacturers to reliability, testing and certification 

services.  Of the 85,000 sq. ft., some 30,000 sq. ft. will be class 10,000 clean room space and another 

20,000 sq. ft. is suitable for lab space. 

 

The company has hired Kurt Laetz, formerly of XsunX, to develop services and capabilities 

specifically tuned to companies in the solar industry.  Laetz, whose title is managing director, 

strategic marketing, spent a decade marketing thin-film deposition technologies to semiconductor 

manufacturers in Asia, Europe and North America. 
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-- more-- 

 

“I believe SVTC Solar will be a crucial catalyst for the solar industry, and I am very excited to be 

joining this venture at its inception,” said Laetz.  “The photovoltaic community is hungry for the 

type of development services that SVTC delivers so effectively.” 
 

Most recently, Laetz was vice president of global sales and marketing at XsunX, a company that 

develops and commercializes thin-film photovoltaic solar cell technology.  Prior to XsunX, Laetz 

was a board member and chief operating and financial officer of Symetrix, an intellectual-property 

(IP) licensing company in Colorado. 

 

About SVTC 

SVTC Technologies, a leading independent semiconductor development foundry, enables the 

development and commercialization of innovative semiconductor-based technologies and products 

in an accelerated, cost-effective and IP-secure way.  Since joining forces with ATDF, SVTC now 

offers an even more powerful suite of leading-edge equipment and services, including full-scale 8-

inch and 12-inch process capabilities, advanced CMOS equipment, development support tools and 

commercialization services.  SVTC’s San Jose, Calif., facility and ATDF’s Austin, Texas, facility 

deliver operational excellence and faster time to revenue, allowing customer to create real, 

manufacturing-ready products for rapidly growing markets such as MEMS/MOEMS, photovoltaics, 

biotech, novel memory and high-voltage applications.  More information can be found at 

www.svtc.com. 
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